
 

Disclaimer 
This Guide aims to facilitate potential applicants. It is provided for information purposes only and is not intended to 
replace consultation of any applicable legal sources. Neither the European Commission, nor the Research Executive Agency 
(or any person acting on their behalf) can be held responsible for the use made of this guidance document. 
The guidance provided in the Annotated Model Grant Agreement shall prevail in case of discrepancies. 
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  Box 2 – Definitions of frequently used terms in this Guide 

Action refers to the specific Research and Innovation (R&I) project to be implemented under the Grant 
Agreement. 
 
Staff members must be (early-stage or experienced) researchers or administrative, managerial or 
technical staff supporting the R&I activities under the action. They must be actively engaged in or linked to 
R&I activities for at least one month (full-time equivalent) at the sending institution, before the first 

period of secondment. 
 
Early-Stage Researchers (ESR) must, at the date of secondment, be in the first four years (full-time 
equivalent research experience) of their research careers and have not been awarded a doctoral degree. 
 
Experienced Researchers (ER) must, at the date of the secondment, be in possession of a doctoral 
degree or have at least four years of full-time equivalent research experience. 

 
Full-Time Equivalent Research Experience is measured from the date when the researcher obtained 
the degree entitling him/her to embark on a doctorate (either in the country in which the degree was 

obtained or in the country in which the researcher is recruited or from where he/she is seconded) – even if 
a doctorate was never started or envisaged. 
 
Academic Sector means public or private higher education establishments awarding academic degrees, 

public or private non-profit research institutes whose primary mission is to pursue research, and 
international European interest organisations, as defined in Article 2.1(12) of the Horizon 2020 Rules for 
Participation Regulation No. 1290/2013.  
 
Non-Academic Sector means any socio-economic actor not included in the academic sector and fulfilling 
the requirements of the Horizon 2020 Rules for Participation Regulation No. 1290/2013. 

 
Legal entity means any natural person, or any legal person created and recognised as such under national 
law, European Union law or international law, which has legal personality and which may, acting in its own 
name, exercise rights and be subject to obligations.  
 
Beneficiaries are the legal entities that sign the Grant Agreement and have the responsibility for the 

proper implementation of the action. They contribute directly to the implementation of the research, 

transfer of knowledge and training activities by supervising, hosting, training and/or seconding staff 
members. The legal entity must be established in a European Union Member State (MS) or Horizon 2020 
Associated Country (AC). 
 
Partner organisations  contribute directly to the implementation of the research, transfer of knowledge 
and training activities by hosting, supervising, training and/or seconding staff members but do not sign the 
Grant Agreement. The legal entity must be established in a Non-Associated Third Country (TC).  

 
Entities with a capital or legal link are entities that have a link with the Beneficiaries or Third Country 
(TC) Partner organisations, in particular, a legal or capital link, which is neither limited to the action nor 
established for the sole purpose of its implementation. These entities may implement certain action tasks 
described in Annex 1 of the grant agreement, i.e. seconding and hosting staff.  
 

Member States (MS) are member states of the European Union (EU), including their overseas 
departments. 
 

Associated Country (AC) means a Third Country which is party to an international agreement with the 
Union, as identified in Article 7 of Regulation (EU) No 1291/2013.  
 

Non-Associated Third Countries (TC) are countries which are neither MS nor AC. TC listed in the 
General Annex A to the Work Programme 2018-2020 are automatically eligible for funding. 
 
Coordinator is the Beneficiary which is the central contact point for the Research Executive Agency (REA) 
and represents the consortium towards REA. The coordinator's responsibilities are elaborated in the Grant 
Agreement (summarized in Article 41.2(b)).  
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Secondment period means the period(s) spent by the staff member in a host organisation (including 
travel periods) for the purposes of the action, in line with the provisions of the Grant Agreement. Within 

RISE, the duration of a secondment is measured in Person-Month(s) (PM). 
 
International European interest organisation (IEIO) means an international organisation, the 
majority of whose members are EU Member States or Horizon 2020 Associated Countries, and whose 
principal objective is to promote scientific and technological cooperation in Europe (see Article 2.1(12) of 
the Horizon 2020 Rules for Participation (Regulation No 1290/2013)). 
 

European Charter and Code for Researchers: Commission Recommendation of 11 March 2005 on the 
European Charter for Researchers and on a Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers, 
C(2005)576 of 11 March 2005. 




















